World Languages Standards

7.1 All students will be able to communicate in at least one world language in addition to English. They will use language to engage in conversation, understand and interpret spoken and written language, present information, concepts, and ideas while making connections with other disciplines, and compare the language/culture studied with their own.

Descriptive Statement: Meaningful communication is the exchange of thoughts, messages, or information through speech, gestures, behavior, or a combination of these. It is through communication that we express ourselves and transmit or receive information. For these exchanges to be meaningful, students need to communicate about, understand, and interpret written or spoken language on a variety of topics in the language studied. The key to successful communication is knowing how, when and why to say what to whom. The standard thus focuses on the interpersonal communication.

Students will…

Be able to introduce themselves.

Use polite expressions.

Greet and take leave of others in an appropriate manner.

Express simple feelings and emotions.

Know the names of common classroom objects.

Express basic likes and dislikes.

Express simple feelings and emotions using appropriate verbs (sad, mad, happy, cold, hot, hungry, etc.)

Understand simple directions.

Identify colors, numbers,

Days of the week, and months of the year.

Learn vocabulary to describe their daily schedule.

Respond to who, what, when, where, and how questions.

Recognize names of pets, farm, and zoo animals.

Use correct noun to name the basic parts of the body and understand simple commands involving movement.

State names of common food items.

Identify basic articles of clothing and use correct noun to describe what they are wearing.

Learn names of common sports.

Identify family members.

Recognize names of the room in their house and basic household furnishings.

Recognize, read and write the letters of the alphabet.

Express simple preferences.

Express their own physical and emotional conditions.

Discuss the weather.

Discuss daily activities with others.

Describe people’s activities and occupations.

Describe recent events.

Describe buying and owning clothes and other objects.

Give a brief oral presentation.

Recite simple poems, proverbs and songs.

Create simple books and stories to share with an audience.

Communicate and interact in a limited range of task-orientated or social situations.

Respond to statements and initiate conversations with increasing linguistic accuracy.

Comprehend fluent speakers in everyday situations.

Communicate orally with increasing logic and accuracy.

Research language-related employment opportunities.

Identify common distinct features, such as grammatical structures, among languages.

7.2 All students will demonstrate an understanding of the perspectives of a culture(s) through experiences with its products and practices.

Descriptive statement: The acquisition of another language focuses attention on how language and culture interact. This interaction helps students reflect on cultural patterns thus gain insight into their own language and culture. Exploration of a new culture helps students to frame issues about their own worldview while investigating another. Comparing and contrasting languages and culture promotes cross-cultural discourse and understanding, which are at the heart of the humanities.

Students will:

Be exposed to everyday customs of a targeted country.

Be exposed to the artistic and literacy heritage of a targeted country.

Realize that there are many people in this country who celebrate a variety of holidays and festivals.

Recognize and explore the process of stereotyping and prejudice.

Learn about important cultural and holiday festivities.

Learn about traditional foods.

Learn about terrain, famous monuments, places and the appearance of towns and cities.

Learn how students celebrate their birthdays.

Listen to and discuss stories, folk tales, and fairy tales.

Learn common songs and games.

Learn about flags.

Learn about currency.

Learn about common clothing and household items in a traditional household.

Learn to use the informal form in addressing people in their family and children of their age.

Learn the common names of sports and verbs used in reference to them.

Recognize, read and write the letters of the alphabet of a targeted language.

View and attempt to perform popular dances.

Sing popular songs associated with a targeted language.

Use technology to enhance language acquisition and acquire cultural information.

Give a brief oral presentation.

Create simple stories and books to share with an audience.

